
Mr. Phil LaConte placonte@cherrycreekschools.org 720 886 6682 

Pronouns: he/him/his/il/él 

Office hours: 1A, 3A (not A lunch), 2B, and before/after school by appointment 

Hello!  Welcome to French 3/Spanish 4 and 9th grade Advisory this year!  I am looking forward to 
teaching you new things this year!  

Listen: French 3 and Spanish 4 Honors will be conducted primarily in French and Spanish so it is 
important that you pay attention to what and how I say things. Advisory will be conducted in English.  

Speak: It is my expectation that you do your best to speak in the language as much as possible.  I don’t 
expect perfection, as it does not exist, but I do expect daily effort which you will see reflected in your 
grade.  Depending on class size and our lesson, your goal should be for me to hear you at least 2 times 
per class period.  If I can hear you, I can help you.  Any more than 2 times per class will be considered 
excellence.  Advisory is a safe space in which all voices are valued.  Please share your thoughts.  

Our focus: The focus of French 3 and Spanish 4 Honors will be the three modes of communication: 
presentational, interpersonal and interpretive.  You will speak, read, write, listen and become more 
culturally aware of the places in which your language is spoken.  We will focus on culture and clear 
communication within a cultural context.  Advisory will focus on building relationships and executive 
functions to be successful during their 9th grade year.  

Personalized Language Contributions: It is extremely important that you start to take the words and 
expressions we learn in class and make them your own to show me that you learning and growing.  It 
never has to be perfect, as language perfection does not exist, but communication must be there.  
Remember, if I can hear you, I can help you immediately.  I want you to start to find your voice in the 
language because you are ready!  Given our class sizes this year, you should aim for at least 2 
contributions per class.  If you miss a class, you can make them up the next class or the class after, etc. 
There are varieties of concrete ways to contribute: 

• Read aloud in the language and demonstrate understanding 
• Any spontaneous use of the language in class (unrehearsed, on the spot)* 
• Volunteer an original thought in class, either speaking or writing  
• Interpersonal speaking with your partner or your group in class 
• Come see me outside of class and speak with me 
• Create your own sentence(s) and show me  
• Take a word or expression you heard in an audio/video or saw in a reading and make it 

your own* (these are the best surprises!) 
• Make a video of you using the new words and expressions and show me 
• Answering questions in the language 
• Connecting the language and/or culture to a personal interest outside of class and 

expressing those ideas in the language or interdisciplinary (cross-curricular) connection 
• I am flexible if you have another creative way to show interpersonal, presentation or 

interpretive communication.  I would love to see you be creative!  
• *My favorites! 

mailto:placonte@cherrycreekschools.org


Types of communication: Presentational communication means you will present information in the 
language to me, to your partner or to the class.  Interpersonal means you will communicate with me or 
with your partner in the language.  Interpretive means you will listen to and read a variety of sources in 
the language to demonstrate your understanding.   

Evaluation: I will evaluate you on the three types of communication.  All assignments will be based on 
the four skills of listening, reading, writing and speaking with cultural content.  I will provide you with all 
of the language and cultural tools you need to be successful. Our semester break down is:   

80% Semester work posted on Schoology based on the three types of communication, four skills 
and culture 

 20% Final Exam based on the semester’s content 

 Advisory will be graded with total points as Satisfactory or Unsatisfactory.   

Language integrity: My expectation is that you use whatever language you have in your head.  Say and 
write what you can with what I teach you.  Keep it simple, keep it clear and don’t make it weird. 
Electronically translated thoughts and ideas will result a zero.   

Needs: If you need extra help, extra time or a gold star because you’re awesome, please communicate 
your needs to me in person or by email.  If you tell me what you need in a timely manner I can easily 
accommodate you.  If you need help with another class, I will do my best to help you.  

Supplies: I strongly suggest a composition book to help you stay organized and keep everything in one 
place.  If you need one, let me know and I will get you one. Please have your own pens, pencils, dry 
erase markers, markers, and/or colored pencils.  A planner (paper, electronic) to help you manage your 
homework and other classwork is very helpful.  Even I use a plan book.  If you need one, let me know.  

 

 


